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Blue lines indicate the area meeting the ISRA Criteria; dashed lines indicate the suggested buffer for
use in the development of appropriate place-based conservation measures

SAILUS ISRA
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SUMMARY

Sailus is located in the West Liukang Tangaya archipelago in the Flores Sea of southern
Indonesia. The area includes ten islands on a wide shelf. It is characterised by the presence
of coral reefs and sandy substrates. Within this area there are: threatened species and
reproductive areas (Silky Shark Carcharhinus falciformis).

CRITERIA

Criterion A - Vulnerability; Sub-criterion C1 - Reproductive Areas
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DESCRIPTION OF HABITAT /é //j

Sailus is located in the West Liukang Tangaya archipelago in the Southern Sulawesi province and sits
within the Flores Sea. The area includes ten islands and is located on the continental shelf. It is
characterised by the presence of coral reefs and sandy substrates.

The areais influenced by monsoon seasons. The northwest monsoon (December to February) brings
low-speed winds and high rainfall while the southeast monsoon (June to August) brings high-speed
winds and lower precipitation and seasonal upwelling that increases the productivity of the area
(Utama et al. 2017; Herdiana et al. 2024).

This Important Shark and Ray Area is benthic and pelagic and is delineated from inshore and surface
waters (O m) to 50 m based on the bathymetry of the area.

ISRA CRITERIA
CRITERION A - VULNERABILITY

One Qualifying Species that regularly occurs in the area is considered threatened with extinction
according to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. This is the Vulnerable Silky Shark (Rigby et
al. 2021).

SUB-CRITERION Ci1 - REPRODUCTIVE AREAS

Sailus is an important reproductive area for one shark species.

Between 2018-2020, 100 Silky Sharks (identified as neonates or young-of-the-year [YOY]) were
observed caught in the area by fisheries using gillnets (BM Simeon unpubl. data 2024). Individuals
measured 58-72 cm total length (TL) and were caught between August and October. The known size-
at-birth for the species is ~56-87 cm TL (Ebert et al. 2021) confirming that these individuals were
neonates or YOY. These life-stages were recorded at every landing site survey undertaken in the
area during that period. Further, 144 mature females (186-239 cm TL) with well-developed oocytes
were recorded in the area between 2019-2023 from longliners operating in the area, mostly between
April and June (BM Simeon unpubl. data 2024). Between 2021-2022, 44 post-partum females (224-
278 cm TL) and a few pregnant females (220-236 cm TL) with terminal embryos were also caught in
the area by longliners between April and June confirming that it serves as a pupping area for the
species. Sailus is the only area to the south of Sulawesi Island in the Flores Sea where these life
stages have been recorded regularly.
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QUALIFYING SPECIES

—————

IUCN Red List

Global

ISRA Criteria/Sub-criteria Met

Scientific Name Common Name c Depth
ategory R
ange (m)
Ci | C2 | C3 | Cq4 | C5 | D1 | D2
SHARKS
Carcharhinus falciformis Silky Shark VU 0-1,112 X
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SUPPORTING SPECIES

Scientific Name Common Name IUCé:tz::rl;ist

SHARKS

Alopias pelagicus Pelagic Thresher EN
Atelomycterus marmoratus Coral Catshark NT
Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos Grey Reef Shark EN
Carcharhinus limbatus Blacktip Shark VU
Carcharhinus melanopterus Blacktip Reef Shark VU
Rhincodon typus Whale Shark EN
RAYS

Mobula birostris Oceanic Manta Ray EN
Rhina ancylostomus Bowmouth Guitarfish CR

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species Categories are available by searching species names at
www.iucnredlist.org Abbreviations refer to: CR, Critically Endangered; EN, Endangered; VU,
Vulnerable; NT, Near Threatened; LC, Least Concern; DD, Data Deficient.
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http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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