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Blue lines indicate the area meeting the ISRA Criteria; dashed lines indicate the suggested buffer for
use in the development of appropriate place-based conservation measures

SEULAKO ISLAND ISRA

Asia Region

INDONESIA
SUMMARY

0-50 metres
Seulako Island is located off Weh Island, north of Sumatra, Indonesia. It is characterised by

coral reefs and is influenced by strong currents and monsoons. Within this area there are:

threatened species (e.g., Shorthorned Pygmy Devil Ray Mobula kuhlii) and undefined
aggregations (e.g., Spotted Eagle Ray Aetobatus ocellatus).

0.14 km?

CRITERIA

Criterion A - Vulnerability; Sub-criterion C5 - Undefined Aggregations
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Seulako Island is located off Weh Island, Aceh province, Sumatra, Indonesia. Seulako Island is one of

DESCRIPTION OF HABITAT

five small islands that Weh comprises (Aswita et al. 2018). The area is characterised by a higher
percentage cover of coral reefs than surrounding sites (Rido & Fadli 2013; Muhidin et al 2020, 2023).
Seulako Island is also influenced by strong currents (BM Simeon pers. obs. 2020), and two monsoons:
the east monsoon (December to March) and the west monsoon (June to September) (Campbell et
al. 2012).

This Important Shark and Ray Area is benthopelagic and delineated from inshore and surface waters
(0 m) to a depth of 50 m based on the depth range of the Qualifying Species in the area.

ISRA CRITERIA
CRITERION A - VULNERABILITY

Two Qualifying Species considered threatened with extinction according to the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species regularly occur in the area. These are the Endangered Spotted Eagle Ray
(Finucci et al. in press) and Shorthorned Pygmy Devil Ray (Rigby et al. 2022).

SUB-CRITERION Cs5 - UNDEFINED AGGREGATIONS

Seulako Island is an important area for undefined aggregations of two ray species.

Spotted Eagle Ray aggregations of up to 15 individuals have been reported around Seulako Island
based on visual census by divers. Between 2019-2024, aggregations of between 10-15 individuals
were regularly recorded from depths <10 m year-round (lboih Dive Center unpubl. data 2019-2024;
Rubiah Dive Center unpubl. data 2021-2024; Toba Dive Center unpubl. data 2021-2024). Spotted
Eagle Rays are usually found in areas with high currents. Further information is required to determine
the nature and function of these aggregations.

Shorthorned Pygmy Devil Ray aggregations of up to 100 individuals have been reported around
Seulako Island based on visual census by divers. Between 2019-2024, aggregations of 50-100
individuals were regularly recorded from depths <10 m, between September to January each year
(BM Simeon pers. obs. 2020; Iboih Dive Center unpubl. data 2019-2024; Rubiah Dive Center unpubl.
data 2021-2024; Toba Dive Center unpubl. data 2020-2024). Shorthorned Pygmy Devil Rays are
usually found in areas with high current. The seasonality of the species in the area is supported by
landing site surveys undertaken between 2017-2022 from fisheries operating on the reef area around
Weh Island. Shorthorned Pygmy Devil Ray are caught and landed in groups of up to 22 individuals
between October and January each year (BM Simeon unpubl. data). Further information is required
to determine the nature and function of these aggregations.
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QUALIFYING SPECIES

—————

IUCN Red Global ISRA Criteria/Sub-criteria Met
Scientific Name Common Name List Depth
Category | Range (m)
Ci | C2 | C3 | Cq4 | C5 | D1 | D2
RAYS
Aetobatus ocellatus | Spotted Eagle Ray EN 0-40 X
Mobula kuhlii Shorthorned Pygmy Devil Ray EN 0-50 X

R

N

o



SUPPORTING SPECIES

T

Scientific Name Common Name IUCé:tz::rl;ist

SHARKS

Carcharhinus falciformis Silky Shark VU
Carcharhinus melanopterus Blacktip Reef Shark VU
Rhincodon typus Whale Shark EN
Sphyrna lewini Scalloped Hammerhead CR
Triaenodon obesus Whitetip Reef Shark VU
RAYS

Mobula birostris Oceanic Manta Ray EN
Taeniura lymma Bluespotted Lagoon Ray LC
Taeniurops meyeni Blotched Fantail Ray VU

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species Categories are available by searching species names at
www.iucnredlist.org Abbreviations refer to: CR, Critically Endangered; EN, Endangered; VU,

Vulnerable; NT, Near Threatened; LC, Least Concern; DD, Data Deficient.
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http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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