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KAIWI POINT ISRA 

New Zealand & Pacific Islands Region 

 

SUMMARY 

Kaiwi Point is situated on the west coast of the Big Island of Hawaii in the United States of 
America. The area consists of two lava caves with one having two entrances and causing a 
strong current to flow through the cave, and the other being larger and characterised by a 
rocky and sandy substrate. Within this area there are: threatened species and resting areas 
(Whitetip Reef Shark Triaenodon obesus). 

 
CRITERIA 
Criterion A – Vulnerability; Sub-criterion C3 – Resting Areas 
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Blue lines indicate the area meeting the ISRA Criteria; dashed lines indicate the suggested buffer for 
use in the development of appropriate place-based conservation measures 
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DESCRIPTION OF HABITAT 
 
Kaiwi Point is situated off Kohanaiki Beach on the west coast of the Big Island of Hawaii in the United 
States of America. The area consists of two lava caves formed by lava flow cooling upon contact with 
the ocean. The first cave, locally known as ‘Suck ’em up’, has two entry points and is approximately 7 
m below the surface and 12 m in length. The southern entry point is larger than the northern entry 
point, creating a strong current that flows through the cave (Just Gotta Dive 2024). The second cave, 
‘Skull cave’, is larger, with many overhangs and crevices. The caves provide unique substrate for 
benthic organisms to colonise, such as anemones, coral, and sea sponges.  

This Important Shark and Ray Area is benthic and pelagic and is delineated from inshore and surface 
waters (0 m) to 18 m based on the bathymetry of the area. 

 

ISRA CRITERIA 

CRITERION A – VULNERABILITY 

One Qualifying Species considered threatened with extinction according to the IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species regularly occurs in the area. This is the Vulnerable Whitetip Reef Shark 
(Simpfendorfer et al. 2020). 

 

SUB-CRITERION C3 – RESTING AREAS 
Kaiwi Point is an important resting area for one shark species.  

Between 2014–2024, Whitetip Reef Sharks were regularly sighted resting in groups of two or more 
individuals in the area (iNaturalist 2024). A total of 13 sighting records were compiled from online 
sources. There are four records from the citizen science platform iNaturalist (2014, 2022, 2023, 2024), 
at least eight recreational dive videos from YouTube (2014 [n = 3], 2020 [n = 2], 2022 [n = 2], and 2023 
[n = 1]), and a record of a pregnant Whitetip Reef Shark with a visibly distended abdomen from Blue 
Planet Archives in the area. In 76.9% of online records (n = 10/13), Whitetip Reef Sharks are observed 
resting, and 53.8% (n = 7/13) of observations are of more than one shark (iNaturalist 2024). Sharks are 
most often sighted resting at the mouth of the cave or within the cave itself which contains many 
overhangs and crevices providing habitat for resting. Based on dive site descriptions and reviews 
from three dive centres (Jack’s Dive Locker 2024; Just Gotta Dive 2024; Kona Hunu Divers 2024), 
this area is the only location noted for predictable encounters of Whitetip Reef Sharks around the 
Big Island of Hawaii. This area is regarded by local dive shops as “a great place to encounter Whitetip 
Reef Sharks” (Just Gotta Dive 2024), highlighting the regular and predictable use of this area for 
resting. 
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QUALIFYING SPECIES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species Categories are available by searching species names at www.iucnredlist.org  Abbreviations refer to: CR, Critically 
Endangered; EN, Endangered; VU, Vulnerable; NT, Near Threatened; LC, Least Concern; DD, Data Deficient. 

 

 

 

Scientific Name Common Name IUCN Red List 
Category 

Global 
Depth 

Range (m) 

ISRA Criteria/Sub-criteria Met 

A B C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 D1 D2 

SHARKS 

Triaenodon obesus  Whitetip Reef Shark VU 0–330 X    X     

http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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