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SUMMARY

Ngerchong Wall is located in Koror, Palau. The area includes Denges Channel, a shallow reef km?
with large coral heads. The area is characterised by a steep slope with crevices, canyons 4.13 km
covered with soft and hard corals, and a sandy substrate. Within this area there are:

threatened species and undefined aggregations (Grey Reef Shark Carcharhinus
amblyrhynchos).

CRITERIA

Criterion A - Vulnerability; Sub-criterion C5 - Undefined Aggregations
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DESCRIPTION OF HABITAT /é //j

Ngerchong Wall is located in Koror, Palau. The area includes Denges Channel, the major channel in
the southeastern lagoon. There is an ~80 m deep basin at the mouth of the channel (Colin 2009).
Within the area there is a shallow reef with large coral heads (3-6 m depth), a steep slope with
crevices and canyons covered with soft and hard corals (8-40 m), and a sandy substrate (13-31 m)
(Harel-Bornovski & Bornovski 2015). The incoming tidal current around Ngerchong Wall flows
northward (Harel-Bornovski & Bornovski 2015).

This Important Shark and Ray Area is benthic and pelagic and is delineated from surface waters (0
m) to 80 m based on the bathymetry of the area.

ISRA CRITERIA
CRITERION A - VULNERABILITY

One Qualifying Species considered threatened with extinction according to the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species regularly occurs in the area. This is the Endangered Grey Reef Shark
(Simpfendorfer et al. 2020).

SUB-CRITERION Cs5 - UNDEFINED AGGREGATIONS

Ngerchong Wall is an important area for undefined aggregations of one shark species.

Grey Reef Sharks are regularly and predictably (50% of dives in the area) observed in aggregations
of 4-20 (up to 50) individuals (T Harel-Bornowski pers. obs. 2009-2024). Aggregations are observed
year-round and comprise of adults and juveniles, mostly between 15-40 m depth. The site is visited
year-round by recreational divers, mostly opportunistically on days when wind conditions on the
western side of Palau are strong and make diving at the most visited sites impossible (T Harel-
Bornowski pers. obs. 1998-2024). Grey Reef Shark aggregations are mostly found near the reef drop-
off, and occasionally the school of sharks will approach the sandy shallow entrance of Denges
Channel (T Harel-Bornowski pers. obs. 2009-2024). Between October 2007 and November 2012,
shark counts were collected by dive guides during 67 dives in the area. Grey Reef Sharks were
observed in 52 dives ranging from 1-11 (average = 5.74). More than four Grey Reef Sharks were
observed in 33 of the 67 dives in the area ranging from 4-11 animals (average = 5.88), supporting
personal observations of aggregations (T Harel-Bornowski unpubl. data 2012). Although larger
aggregations are regular on the western side of Palau, this area is one of only two areas with regular
aggregations of Grey Reef Sharks known on the eastern side of Palau. Strong currents are reported
on the reef wall and in the channel of the area (T Harel-Bornowski pers. obs. 1998-2024), with current
strength positively correlated with Grey Reef Sharks abundance in other areas of Palau (Vianna et
al. 2013). Further information is required to understand the nature and function of this aggregation.
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QUALIFYING SPECIES

—————

IUCN Red

Global

ISRA Criteria/Sub-criteria Met

Scientific Name Common Name List Depth
Category Range (m)
Ci | C2 | C3 | Cq4 | C5 | D1 | D2
SHARKS
Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos | Grey Reef Shark EN 0-280 X
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SUPPORTING SPECIES

Scientific Name Common Name IUCN Red List
Category
SHARKS
Triaenodon obesus Whitetip Reef Shark VU

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species Categories are available by searching species names at
www.iucnredlist.org Abbreviations refer to: CR, Critically Endangered; EN, Endangered; VU,
Vulnerable; NT, Near Threatened; LC, Least Concern; DD, Data Deficient.
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