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Blue lines indicate the area meeting the ISRA Criteria; dashed lines indicate the suggested buffer for
use in the development of appropriate place-based conservation measures
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SUMMARY

Sal Rei Reef is located off the coast of Boa Vista Island, Cabo Verde. The area is an offshore
rocky reef west of the island. The habitat includes a mix of corals, sandy substrates, and
sponges. Itis under the influence of the Canary Current and the associated coastal upwelling.
Within this area there are: threatened species and resting areas (Sand Tiger Shark
Carcharias taurus).
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CRITERIA
Criterion A - Vulnerability; Sub-criterion C3 - Resting Areas
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DESCRIPTION OF HABITAT //d //j

Sal Rei Reef is located off the coast of Boa Vista Island, Cabo Verde. It is an offshore rocky reef wall
with caves west of the island (Divescover 2022; Soul Tours Cabo Verde 2022). The habitat includes
a mix of corals, sandy substrates, and sponges (Malaquias et al. 2025).

The predominant direction of waves around Boa Vista Island is from the northeast under the
influence of the Canary Current and the associated coastal upwelling (Pefia-lzquierdo et al. 2012).
Sea surface temperature in Cabo Verde ranges from approximately 22-25°C between December
and June and from 25-28°C between July and November (Assokpa 2023).

This Important Shark and Ray Area is benthic and pelagic and is delineated from surface waters (0
m) to 50 m based on the bathymetry of the area.

ISRA CRITERIA
CRITERION A - VULNERABILITY

One Qualifying Species considered threatened with extinction according to the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species regularly occurs in the area. This is the Critically Endangered Sand Tiger Shark
(Rigby et al. 2021).

SUB-CRITERION C3 - RESTING AREAS

Sal Rei Reef is an important resting area for one shark species.

Based on social media records and dive site descriptions from Cabo Verde, Sand Tiger Sharks
regularly and predictably rest within this area. Animals are usually seen during recreational dives
resting in pairs, slowly swimming around in caves (Divescover 2022; Soul Tours Cabo Verde 2022).
Individual Sand Tiger Sharks are also sometimes observed in aggregations of 3-6 individuals
comprised mainly of adults. These observations are based on the presence of long thick claspers for
males, and females of similar size. Social media records (n = 9) were from December-June and span
from 2014-2024. Sand Tiger Sharks achieve neutral buoyancy by gulping air into their stomach, which
enables them to hover virtually motionless in mid-water to save energy (Ebert et al. 2021). This is the
only areain Cabo Verde where Sand Tiger Sharks are regularly observed and are predictably resting.
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QUALIFYING SPECIES

—————

IUCN Red List

Global

ISRA Criteria/Sub-criteria Met

Scientific Name Common Name c Depth
ategory R
ange (m)
C1 C2 | C3 | Cq4 | Cs D1 D2
SHARKS
Carcharias taurus Sand Tiger Shark CR 0-232 X
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SUPPORTING SPECIES

Scientific Name Common Name IUCN Red List
Category
SHARKS
Ginglymostoma cirratum Atlantic Nurse Shark VU

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species Categories are available by searching species names at
www.iucnredlist.org Abbreviations refer to: CR, Critically Endangered; EN, Endangered; VU,
Vulnerable; NT, Near Threatened; LC, Least Concern; DD, Data Deficient.
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http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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